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persons of Patiala were present, dressed in gorgeous
raiment The Rajah sat upon a throne, with Russell
on his right hand and Mr. Melville on his left After
the whole Court had been presented to Russell there
followed what, for a poor man with a family to
support, was perhaps the most trying experience of
all. Servants bearing trays covered with jewels,
bracelets, necklaces, bangles, shawls, and embroidered
work, marched up to the throne and laid their treasures
at Russell's feet, and the Rajah requested that he
would kindly take anything he liked The first tray
bore emeralds and diamonds, which Mr. Melville had
told him were worth ^30,000. Mr. Melville had in
fact described this ceremony in advance, and on
Russell inquiring whether he ought to accept a
present or not, Mr. Melville had answered that as
he was not an official he could do as he pleased.
And here was ^30,000 at his feet! Sadly he refused
the crowii, well knowing that it would never come
his way again. Before all the trays had been dis-
played he selected the plainest looking square of.
kincob which he could see, and this was set aside
for him.

At the end of the durbar there was a difficult piece
of negotiation with the Rajah, who apparently expected
his guests to remain at Patiala several days. He had
prepared fireworks and illuminations. Russell, how-
ever, had not time to stay, and Melville had to request
the Rajah to permit them to leave Patiala that evening.
After many expressions of regret the Rajah resigned
himself to their departure.

The Rajah of Patiala, of course, served the British
interest well during the Mutiny; he raised and equipped
a large force in addition to his regular army and